THE   GERMAN   CAULDRON

Would not he too have risen against tyranny? Would
not the 'pilgrim towards the void', who walked to his
death as in a dream, have risen again to defend his
beloved country against the most infamous of viola-
tions? The June 30 purge would scarcely have spared
him.

German culture, manners, literature, the theatre
and the cinema necessarily reflected these dangerous
and troubled times, when morality foundered in the
need for forgetfulness, intoxication, sensationalism and
eccentric pleasures.

Night-clubs sprang up like mushrooms. Naked
dancers exhibited themselves to the applause of
audiences drunk with liquor and lubricity. It was the
era of sadism and masochism, of perversion, eccen-
tricity and crankiness of every kind. Homosexuality
and astrology flourished.

Nobody can have forgotten the trials of the monster
Kiirten and of Haarmann, the Vampire of Diisseldorf.

One of the most curious phenomena of the post-War
period was undoubtedly Hanussen, the supreme clair-
voyant, who acted as medium to that other clairvoyant
named AdoTF Hitler. Hitler is generally believed to
have got rid of Hanussen, as he got rid of so many of
his other friends, as soon as they became inconvenient.
In reality this was not the case. Hanussen was a Jew,
and believed that Hitler's racial principles might one
day be applied to his disadvantage. He therefore tried
to conciliate Count Helldorf, a pervert who was per-
petually short of money, by lending him large sums, in
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